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his memorandum and express a wish for the Conversations to
continue.

On his return journey Halifax stayed two nights in Paris and
paid a visit to Malines for the day. He saw Van Roey, to whom
he explained that the Reports had got to be published. 'He re-
signed himself on this, which he could not well help doing/19

The Revised Prayer Book was rejected by the House ol
Commons on December I5th. It was to reappear with altera-
tions. The Archbishop asked for a release from his engagement,
but Halifax was firm in refusing it and The Conversations at
Malines, appearing in January 1928, was probably not without
its effect upon the final fate of Prayer Book Revision. Halifax's
Notes on the Conversations at Malines was published a few days
before the Reports.

Although Halifax had won his long battle, the rapprochement
wTas over. On January 6th Pius XI issued his Encyclical Mortal-
ium Animos, in which the doctrine of the Papal Supremacy was
restated in uncompromising language and certain unnamed
movements towards unity were condemned. Halifax, doubtless
remembering his recent blessing, refused to admit that the En-
cyclical was aimed at the Conversations; he maintained that its
target was the "World Conference on Faith and Order which had
met at Lausanne in August of the previous year. Yet there are
passages in the Encyclical which, on a dispassionate reading,
scarcely submit to such an interpretation; and it may be sus-
pected that the date of its appearance was not entirely uncon-
necte4 with the proclaimed intention of the Anglicans to pub-
lish the Reports. As though to emphasise the connection, on
January aist the Osservatore Romano formally announced that
there were to be no more Conversations.

They gave Halifax one further adventure. It will be recalled
that at the last meeting it was agreed that the papers which had
been written for the various conferences should remain un-